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CAPE LOOKOUT SPORT CENTER 

Les and Sally Moore 

Cape Lookout, N. c. 

May 6, 1963 

TO THE PEOPLE OF. NORTH CAROLINA: 
• 

Being the only per manent res i dents on cape Lookout and core Banks, 

and having been for the past four years, we believe we have the 

right to let the public know a few f a ots. 
0 

The s tate of North caroltna will do the people of thi s state 

a great 1nJust1oe if they turn these oute r aa,nks over to the 

Federal Government, as its poss1b111t1es are unlimited. A few 

years ago, who would have put any value on t he swampy coast of 

southern Florida? The coast of Florida cannot compare wi th 

these outer aanks, and our climate out here is very close to 

that 1n northeastern Florida . 

If the state we.:re to turn these Banks over to the Federa l oovernment, 

we still do no t have any assurance that the Feder a l Government 

will fo llow through with the pro~r am which the outer aanks 

seashore park commission has proposed , It 1s the consensus of 

opinion of the u. S• Army Engineers , that 1f the restoration of 

t he outer Banks were an Army Engineers project , then 1t would 
W ..t. 411-

be vetoed. According to their records, the Banke are no t as 

depleted as they have been 1n the past. 

Assuming tha t these aanka are turned over _to the oovernment , and 

that they do put dredges on the inside and pump in a dune; then what ? 
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JUdg1ng fI'om other pumped in land 1n this area, it will t a ke 

approximately e1x mont hs for t he ea lt to ieach out of t he eand 

before any Yegetat1on wi l l grow 1n 1t, and pe~sonal experience r 

on this cape ha s taught u s , that unl·e es the1·e i s some t hing i."O, but 

there to hold tha_t , dune, 1 t w1•1.1, g r adually d i sappear, and in a Iw, 

shorter 

no s a lt 

length o~ time than mos7.eople think. 

-pr oblem in this proposed dune , it wou l d 

EVen if there_were 

e·t111 be a very 

big j ob to hold the sand, l ong enough to ge t anything growi ng in 

f 

• 

1t. Even if we d i d not have a los s. on this 10 million dollar dune, 

a n d add1t1ona~ cost to try to e1 ther repl a ce or hold it there, we 

would have a los e a.,f thouaands of bushel.a of' oyster s, clams. -~al.1tie 

esoall o'ps , conchs and• c rabs . ·rhose shellf ish which they did not hen 

pump t h r ough the dredge, wou1d probably be killed by t he si l t ibly 

st1rr.ea• up by the c ontinua l dredgin g o Hundreds of per sons 

depending on t hese shellf i sh during t he wi nter would suf fer . These 
• 

dredgi ng opera tions may create wbr k f or some , but 1t wi ll not be 
.. 

• • 
for the l oca l people, as d redge boa t s have their own crews . The 

money pa1d f or thi s oper ation would probably go r 1ght on out of the 
• • 

s t a te. Anot her reason dr edg ing i s not pr act ical. The salt water 

running out of the epo11 pl a ced on the beach , will kil l the 

vegetation a lready gr owing on the beach. 

... 1 

why are these oute r aa,nks here ? HOW ha s t his cape deve l oped out 

in th1
8 

ocean as 1 t has ? pou-l!-yean1v ·hae t aught us , and we firml y 
-.J ' ~ t. 
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bel ieve tha t thi s area from here to Hatteras , is the Junction point 

of w~ND and TID~ . E th ~"t th elements ~ ~ ven e u. s . oovernment cannot f1o-A e • 

W~ can work w1t h them and gain our goal, and Mother Nature will 

certainly show ue the, r1ght way , but she will have no regard for 

t,n mil l ion dol l ars ~p~nt 1f 1t ie wrong. we are not engineers, but 
• 

we don•t believe anyone oan d1epute the fact that Mother Nature ' r s , 

and that She is the BEST. Her way 1s t o plaoe some brush, driftwood, 
- . . 

etc. on th1a bea oh, which collects t he sand and from the VERY BOTTOM , 
• 

' . .. -
She pl ants vegetation wh1oh grows up through that sand and continues 

• • • 
'- I II. ' -· 

to grow as the sand dune builds, thus holding wha t she places there. 

wi t h such a good example ahead of ue, why has so muoh money got to 

be spent Just ror study.? on these outev aanks , when we ~11 rea lize 

that yother Nature knew what she was doing in the beg1nn1ng , and when 

we all start helping Her by .GIVING instead of TAKit-lG, then possibly 

she w111 relent and start .helping us again. 
• 

• 
we oan try and duplicate uother Natures way with sand fencres, 

vegetation and SOMEONE TO TAKE OARE OF THESE FENCES AND VEGETATION . 

possibly, there will be a few places that dredges will have to be 

used, and a l l we oan do th~ dune ~111 .etay long enough to 

get some vegetation started, but on the maJor portion of these aanke, 

sand fences will do the Job , and certainly will not cost ten million 

dollars . • tn...... r r u , :, 

If the STATE and t he PEOPLE knuckled down and started g1v1ng 

t 
• 

• 

· ·-T- ,~ t • : -

• . ~-
.• - .-:-.,-

-

, 

{ 

-~ \ ... -' 

• 

, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. -

• 

-

-. 

• 

• T 

• 

• 

. . 

-. -. ,. ·: 
• • '• ... ... 
• • • •r • 

• 

---
• 

• • 

• 

-
- i. • 

• 

• 

r 

-

• 



Tt1., . -
= 

' 

~ 
ly..ie)lt 
. 

l 

~~~ !e' a 
~~edl 

0 

• 

• 

0 
• 

ttl Jq 
A tl 

t,LOID p J,.0 r,o H f 

llf O D JOC 

• 1 t'J.' 1nuorrou bornr 

TO 1'HE PEOPLE OF NOifrH CAROLINA 

uay 6, 1963 

page 4 

• 

• 

these Banks some oonetruot1ve attention, we mi ght be surprised 

at Just what ~ould be aooompl1shed . when our v1s1tors ask 1! 
t. 1 

.. 
they can bring ~a anything, we tell them, .iyee, bring us a tree." 

' • 

we have people as far away as nurham who are br1ng1ng us trees 
~ pat+ 1 

and shrubs. 
1 re 

we are no~ waiting for a government of any kind to help ua, and 

we are not a1tt1ng baok yelling our heads off for the Government or 

anyone else to do the work for us. we are TRYING ourselves. 
t 

s1noe we have been on this oape, ~e· bave planted over five thousand 

trees, ,over two thousand ehrube, - ( and mo~t of them are gro~1ng) 

pounds or seeds, and transplanted beach grass and eea oats by the 

bushels. we love these aanka, and here at cape Lookout we would 
-

appreciate having just a little help, but not 1r the aovernment 
l 

has to have our land. Even without any help, we are at least 
... • -

TRYI?~G to take care of our own problems. 

1r we are so aon~erned about the mainland, then instead of eo much 

talk, meetings, quarreling, fusa1Tig and t1me · lost, 1f all this 

energy, money and time were put on these Banks, wonder what we , 

ourselves could do for ou~ own outer B&nkB? why should we alwa~e 

want the pederal Government to do everything for us, and why 

not help ourselves a little ? 

AS Federal land, these outer Benke will have to be subsidized 
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land, which mee.ns years of debt tor ell ruturo generations. 

our fo1•efa there d1dn • t take the easy we.1 out , 1n order to ti.eve thi& 

country for themselves, and we are not • 1111~ to give ~P these 

Banks Just because someone tries to tell us that 1t 1a the ONLY WAY• 

These outer Banks are a part of OUR heritage, Juet as tbe mountains 

are, and they are worth fighting for. ~e csn assure you tbe.t we 

are trying to do Just that. 

1r the state would ~eta1n ownership or that portion of these Banks 

wh1oh they now own; after they are restored, the state could more 

than get back any money. which it may put into the reetoration by 

selling these Banks back to private enterprise, therefore assuring 

the state of a considerable increase in revenue. 

The outer Banks does need help. No one has to tell ua about 

conditions during hurricanes or storms. For 17 years we have lived • 

and owned property on the beaches of Carteret county, and been 

through a}l of our storms during those years. e stood on the beach 

f'ront at Atlantic Beach and watvbed "Hazel'' wash the beach front 

down . we were here at cape Lookout during "Donna" - in fact. all 

of our storms for the past four years wer.were here on this cape. 

did leave when the past hurricanes were reported, but they d1d not 
• 

hit here. Thie 1s our HOJiE, SlP.JMER AIID WINTER, also our business 
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a nd we love 1t, ao v,e believe we are quai1r1ed to g1ve an op1n1on. 

It does need help, and the state can f1nanoe what help these outer 

nanke need. 111. th an appeal to the people, our Governing sody 

may be surprised at what help the people of th1e atate would 

g1ve them. It breaks our hearts to see so muoh very valuable 

1and taken away forever, without even an effort by us here 1n 
• 

North oarol1na to _try and save rt first. · 

• 
we appeal to both the state and 

• 
•• I' 

• 

to taoe th1e problem and whip 1 t . .. ~ If we· TRI• , WE C • DO I ~ 

• . f· 

p1ease, DO NOT GIVE OUR OUTE~ BANKS AWAY• ~~~~ 

very· s1noerely, 

' ' . 
sa 00 

• cape, LOOk • N 
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